
 

 

March 21, 2018 

Dear Salish Sea Community, 

I am departing my role as Executive Director with The New Marine Centre Society and 
the Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea. My last day will be April 21st, 2018. 
 

Over the past three years, it has been my privilege to lead a staff and board team that 
created an effective strategic plan which led to a new brand, mandate, and name for our 
Centre; increased the learning and visitor experience; and elevated the status of the 
organization to 'Canada's Aquarium and Learning Centre for the Salish Sea'. Through a new 
website and social media plan, we also increased visitors by 10%, and our membership 
program implemented in 2016 has grown by 60% to 8,500 members. We have raised 
nearly $250,000 from the community for project funding related to education programs 
and experience upgrades - including forthcoming new displays about the Salish Sea - as 
well as introducing a Coast Salish Indigenous art collection to enhance the traditional 
and cultural knowledge of the First Peoples of the Salish Sea. Everyone involved with the 
Centre should be as proud as I am of our accomplishments and know that the Centre's 
brand and reputation are as strong as they have ever been. 
 

I believe we have become a true leader on Vancouver Island in the learning, exploration 
and conservation of the Salish Sea Bioregion. 
 

I would like to thank all of the volunteers who have dedicated their time and skills as 
board members and especially to those many Salish Sea Explorers who interact with our 
visitors on a daily basis - the Centre could not operate without you. Also, to all of the 
donors and partners who have supported our efforts over the last three years - thank 
you for believing in the vision - specifically to the Town of Sidney for their continued 
support and encouragement. Finally, to all of the current staff who are integral to the 
operations, thank you for your passion and dedication. 
 

I wish everyone at the Centre and Society all the best in the future. I will be handing over 
my duties to the current Interim Deputy Director, Operations, Deanna Mathewson, as 
the Acting Executive Director - deanna.mathewson@salishseacentre.org. 
 

From the Salish Sea, 

 

Mark Loria, Executive Director (ed@salishseacentre.org) 


