
 
 

Contract Position: Curriculum Development  
 
The Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea is a registered not-for-profit organization, located in Sidney BC. This aquarium of the 

Salish Sea features local species of fish and invertebrates and strives to be a catalyst for building a healthy and sustainable 

Salish Sea Bioregion, through learning and engagement.  

 
The Opportunity: 

The Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea is seeking a contractor to help us create some new and exciting school 

programs. 

 

Contract Deliverables:  

- Work with SCSS Learning team to review and evaluate current programs.  

- Develop an evaluation form and distribute to teachers who have brought their classes in to participate in 

current programs.  

- Develop 8 new (or adapted) programs (2 preschool, 2 primary, 2 intermediate and 2 secondary) that 

incorporate the new BC curriculum, have a strong conservation focus, incorporate traditional first nations 

teachings and fit within our current delivery abilities (i.e., can be delivered by 1-2 educators and use existing 

centre resources). 

- Work with the SCSS Learning team to purchase up to $1,000 worth of new materials to support the 

programs. 

- Organize “Teacher Mixer” evening here at the Centre. Mixer will take place in the fall of 2018 and will be 

hosted by our staff but the contractor will design and organize all details for the evening.  

- Design and develop a new education program brochure and online resources.  

- Develop and distribute a new evaluation form for updated school programs.  

Contract Details:  

- Contract is to be completed in full by May 31, 2018 

- Total funding available for contract $10,000.  

- $1,000 available for purchase of materials to support new programs 

 
Expected Qualifications: 

The successful candidate should have the following skills:  

 Experience creating educational programs that incorporate provincial curriculum outcomes. 

 An understanding of the biological and/or environmental sciences. 

 Knowledge of the flora and fauna of the Salish Sea. 

 Experience with public programming and interpretation. 

 Strong communication and interpersonal skills. 

 Excellent organizational and time management skills. 

 Creativity and ability to think outside of the box. 

 A passion for the environment and what we are doing to champion it.  

 Experience with educational program and marketing material design. 

 
Applications: Please forward a copy of your resume and cover letter to Deanna Mathewson: Deputy Director, 

Operations deanna.mathewson@salishseacentre.org and Tina Kelly: Director of Learning 

oceaneer1@salishseacentre.org by September 15, 2017.  
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Contract Background and Details:  

Over the years, our educators have developed a great diversity of school programs for a variety of age 

groups. These programs include titles such as “Adventures of a Crab”, “Habitat Detectives”, “Case of the 

Mystery Critter”, “Pod Squad” and “Fish Forensics” and they have been very popular with local schools in 

the past 8 years. Each of these programs focuses on a different aspect of the marine environment, and 

they were designed to tie in with the BC provincial curriculum for specific grade levels.  

 

New curriculum has recently been developed for school children in British Columbia. Kindergarten to 

grade 9 curriculum changes have already been implemented and the new curriculums for grades 10-12 

are currently being tested and will officially come into effect in 2018/2019.  

 

Our recent name change and rebranding (from the Ocean Discovery Centre to the Centre for the Salish 

Sea) reflects a change in mandate for us as well. We recognize the need to focus not only on ocean 

conservation, but on the bioregion as a whole. We feel this will allow us to do a much better job of 

highlighting the important ecological connections between land, sea and freshwater environments and 

also to honour and teach about the incredible history and culture of the region.  

 

The Salish Sea Bioregion is a biologically diverse 110,000 square km inland sea and coastal land area of 

British Columbia and Washington State. This area is named for its original habitants, the Coast Salish 

Peoples and is home to over 3,500 species of fish, birds, mammals, reptiles and invertebrates. Iconic 

species of the Salish Sea include Pacific salmon, giant Pacific octopus, wolf eels, black bears, bald eagles, 

coastal wolves and the critically endangered southern resident killer whales. All of these species are 

affected by the daily actions of those of us living in this incredibly rich ecosystem.  

 

The changes that we have chosen to make in our mandate align very closely with the changes to the new 

BC curriculum and this is an ideal time for us to create brand new school programs that will incorporate 

Coast Salish culture. 
 

The successful contractor will begin the development phase with extensive research into the new 

curriculums and also by engaging teachers to provide valuable suggestions and feedback on our current 

programs.  

 

We believe that even the youngest children can be empowered to make positive changes in their lives to 

help protect the planet. The programs will tackle issues such as marine debris, energy consumption, 

chemical pollutants and unsustainable seafood consumption and give participants tangible solutions by 

providing key messaging around solutions such as avoiding single use plastics, participating in beach 

clean-up events, conserving energy, using green cleaners and choosing sustainable seafood options.  

 


